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Dear Yvonne: 

The enclosed memorandum from Charles Runyon speaks 
for itself. I'm not trying to get the Embassy in- 
volved in an issue which the IAHRC is following, but 
it seems more and more that the GOA release lists are 
highly misleading. Your comments would be helpful. 

By the way, I finally met Olga Talamante on February 4. 

At the time, we discussed the human rights situation 
in Argentina and not her case. Mort Rosenbloom of AP 
was also present. As I think is obvious, I have 
adopted an open-door approach to my job and made my- 
self available to anyone interested in Argentina. 

I, therefore, telephoned Olga to double-check the in- 
formation on Meeker's letter. She confirmed that she 
had talked to the prisoners' families in late January 
and, as of February 11, only Mirta Varela is free to 
Olga's knowledge. 

One pending item, I had written earlier that I would 
send you an updated list of the cases I am following 
most actively as a result of Congressional or public 
pressure. I have decided against that because the 
very existence of such a list would lead people to 
try to find out whether their friends are listed. I 
don't want to play God or only go to bat for those 
with clout. 

You had asked for a policy on human rights representa- 
tions, and ARA may come up with one as a result of 
queries from other posts. However, the Embassy seems 
to have done its best for a wide range of people 



80F178 

22/185 


regardless of State instructions. I'd hate to limit 
your flexibility. You cannot guess how helpful your 
queries are, and the fact that you keep classifications 
as low as possible. Other posts go in grudgingly and 
then report back via secret cables. My work would be 
miserable if that happened to me. 

So thanks! 


Sincerely yours, 
Fernando E. Rondon 


Enclosure 

P.S. I just read Human Rights Roundup #10 which comments 
on release lists and the state of legal play on the 
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